St. Matthews,
Kentucky Area
History

St. Matthews Area Churches
S to Z, 1st. Edition

This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc.
of the St. Matthews area. Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky. Being retired I
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos. Credit to the source of
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We realize that many items are not identified
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as the newspaper articles that are
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources. The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. Books that we have used for some
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W.
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.




St. Matthews Area Churches:

St. Matthews area churches, A—G:
Some general history of churches in the St. Matthews ares.
Beargrass Christian Church
Beechwood Baptist
Bethel-St. Paul Church, was Bethel Evangelical
Broadway Baptist Church
Calvin Presbyterian Church
Christ Church United Methodist, was Broadway Methodist
East Unit Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses

St. Matthews area churches, H—R:
Harvey Browne Presbyterian Church
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Our Lady Of Lourdes

St. Matthews area churches, S—Z7.:
St. Johns Lutheran Church
St. Matthews Baptist Church
St. Matthews Episcopal Church
St. Matthews United Methodist Church
Second Church of Christ, Scientist
Second Presbyterian Church
Westport Road Church Of Christ



St. Matthews Area Churches:
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19,000

September 22, 1955

Pledged InOne
Day For New Church-

8 Year Old
Congregation

St. John Lutheran Church

St. John's
To Build

On South Edge Of St. M.

With $10,000 pledged by

the cotigregation in one day,

St. John Lutheran Church took a big stride forward last

Sunday toward the c¢ventual
1.;;;: church edifice farther
Rev. 8 P. Dichl, wha was
colled by the Basrd of Ameri.
con Missions fo  orgonize the
church In 147, fs still pastor of
8L John's,
The amount pledged the flest
(d::d of drive f'uv II:' bullding
representod 0 pledges out
of 135, %rdu convassers check.
ed In last night, ofler Voice
presstime, The {mmedinte goal
of thy thlrivu was $32.500 fo be

consiruction of a2 new and
south on Breckinridge Lane.
stller, J, Groham Rrown The
sile Is located 3/4 miles south of
the present church propertly at
230 Breckinridge Lang.

. Norman Mansell, officlal
architect for the United Luther-
on Church of America, will be
In 5% Mutthews shout
1 to discus pluns for the new
church structure with the Rev,
Mr. Dich) and members of the
Songreuum An edifice of con-

rolsed through pledpes this
and on eqoal amount nhﬁl:‘
10 be rulsed next year,

An altractive elght-page bro-
chure presunted to the tongre-
gotlon explained In  detall the
growih and needs of the church,
and summarized the needs of the

S o Invest
$170,000 In Us new church proe.
erty, exclusive of Jand. On
Morch 27, 1055 the congregation
approved purchase of 30 deres
as o site for its now church The
purchose pwice wis $2,000, the

|

| young peopin

-» L4 gn Is conlem-
plated,
veu

On November 3, 1048, 78
sdults met 8t Greathouse Scheool
to establish a Lutheran church
in St Malthe'ws, This nucleus of
membership began Sunday eve.
ning services st Greathouss
School In Decemnber, under the
nespices of The Louisville Lu-
theran Ministerial Associatoin,

Nt serviee for the Congrega.
tion. Me was called by !MBoo‘r.d
af American Misnioss to organ-
b the new church. The Con-
g"v‘:;nuh‘n:'ﬂm«l the present

urch ibling property
from the 81 Matthews Mothod-
Int Church. Sunday services be-
san there the firsl Sunday In
Jenuary. 1040

St Jobn Lutheran Church

was formally | on Palm
Sunday (M 21), 18, with
80 charfer members. Sunday
School was organized with 08
students with Mr. James R
Wilkinson a3 general stperin.
tendent.

In 1945, the Senior Luther
Ledgue wos organized with four
By 1954-55, be
tween 0005 young peaple in
Ihree eroups were meeting twice
a manth

Growing membership required
thot twe worship services be
held  every Sunday marning
This began In 1852 acd has con-
tinued.

The year 1854 brought a new
srge af acliviry and expansion
in the church. The women af the
ehurch initiated live circles with
& membershin of 40 In Septem-
ber. the church councl] planned
and carried owt a building fund
and debt reduction pragram with
$IN270 pledged.

In seven years, Si. Johu's e
bership grew from (20 ta 475
members. Indebtedness was re-
duced on the church from 318,
500 in 53,000, 2od on the parson-
ape from $12000 to $2,000

Other necomplishments in-
clude the purchaste of the new
church site; 3 Sunday School
grown 1o 191 members; three
prganized young people’s groups:
A rouple’s club. and & women of
the church organization with 80
members,
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St. John Lutheran Church

October 21, 1957: While contractors where putting the final touches on the new St. John Lutheran Church the structure
exploded. The structure cost $201,000.00 and was to be dedicated the next month. The wing of the building that exploded
and burned cost $50,000 to $75,000. (NOTE: there was a re-kindle on this 10/22/1957, 11:05 a.m.)

October 31, 1957:

St. Matthews Volunteer Fire dept., 117 St. Matthews Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky, Gentlemen:
We wish to thank you for your prompt and efficient action in reducing the damage caused by the recent explosion and fire at

St. John Lutheran Church.

Those members of the congregation and church council who were present that afternoon were certainly relieved to find that
you had the situation well in hand. Thanks ever so much. Very truly yours, Warren F. Kindt, Council Secretary.

[
| |
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. o ' lucky-Tennessee  Synod,
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e L N .
The rebuilt wing &

St. John Lutheran Chureh

February 6, 1958
The Voice Of St. Matthews

|

St. John Lutheran plans

‘Festival of Dedication’

The dedication ceremony for St, John Lutheran Church,
|long delayed by vandalism and an explosion and fire, will

jopen Sunday, Feb, 9, at 1] am,

Ll . -
’ “The Festival of Dedicution™
i will last a weck.

Speaker at the Sunday morning
service will be Rev, Gerald D,
Busch, D.D., president of the Ken.
United
Lutheran Churches of Amurica,

A fellowship will be held at 8
p.m, The speaker will be Dr, Jobn
N, Staulfer, dean of the Witten-
berg College, Springlicld, Ohilo,
Greetings will be brought Ly other
Lutheran pastors,

Mooday, Feb, 10, wil  be
“Neighbor's Day.” The Rev, E. A,
Walsh, pastor of Bethel E & R
Church, St Mathews, will be the
speaker, Greetings will be brought
by pastors from other noighbor-
hood churches,

The chureh will present muaie
by the St John Chowr and an or-
wun recital at 8 pm. Tuesday, The
sungregattion will join 10 a page~
ant at 8 p.m, Wednesdiy,

Courler-Journal  chuych  nows
citor Ora Spakd will speak ar &
pan. Thursday. Frday sl In
Yuung People's Night, Thi
ey ar & pm

alow

St, John's was organized in
1948, The original church was at
Breckinridge Lane and Grand-
view. The congregation bought a
tract of land of almost three acres
oft Breckintidge Lane just south
of Springlee and started bullding
a $201,000 church in March, 10957,

The old church bwiding was
sold.

A gos line explosion and fire
on Oct. 21, 1957, caused damage
to the new bullding of between
350,000 and S600,000 and the origi-
nal dedication, set for Nov, 24,
had to be posiponed,

That damage has now been re-
paired, and the church's steeple
s completed,

The church has 15 Sunday
School classrooms, an office, stu-
dy. kitchen, and a nave Lhat seats
280, with an overflow capacity of
125
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. October 3, 1957
i
\

‘Fhe new St Joha Lathersn Church on Breckinridge Lane will open Sundsy with a

World-Wide Communion Service at 11 aum., conducted by the postor, Rev, Samuel Dieh!
Church sghool will be at 45, The new church will not be quite finished, however. and

the dedication date is Nov, 24

No church in the histary of
St. Matthews can malch the
bad luck suffered by St. John
Lutheran,

- - .

During six weeks in August and
Seplember, vandals  pald  three
trips 1o the church bullding at 901
Hreckineldge Lane and did $u00
worth of domoge.

On Monday, while the contrac-
tors were putting the finishing
touches on the $201,000 bullding
and plans were being made for a
fedlcation ceremony Nov, 24, an
exploslon und fire Injured t(he

tor and did d ge estimated
between $50,000 and $75,000,

And then on Tu y, misfor-

OE TR

e e e e TR

lune
shol when the roof caught on fire
al about 11 a.m., presumably from
n ember, and the St
Mautthews Volunleer Fire, K Deparl-
ment had to make a qulck run to
putl it out with only slighl dam-
nge. .

- . -
The pastor, Rev. Samuel P.
Dieh), was In bed Tuesday, re-
cover. from an explosion. that

singed his hair, and face, and senl
him into a stale of shock, Mrs,
Dichl reporls it Js oot cerlaln
that he will be able to conduct
services Sunday,, snd
are being made to h“'e Dr. G. D,
Busch, president of the Synod,
tuke his place.

Mrs, Diehl also reports that
while the pastor has suffered o
“terriflc disappoiniment” he s
“not going to let it get hlm down,
Woh\:m simply start all over
oyl

James Struck, of Robert Struck
and Sons, controctors, who are
bullding the church, estimated
Monday it would take about two
mionths 1o repalr the damage. He
and the aorchitect, August C,
Baker, after a hurried examina-
tion, estimated damage atl $50,000
lo $90,008, )

However, after a closer exam-
tes were re-

The explosion
1215 when the pastor went to the
fuse box at the rear of the church

ave the church a parting '

lana .

October 24, 1957

ne

No church here can match St. John's luck

St Matthews and Lyndon volunteer firemen had the fire under control when 1his pic

ond pulled the switch to light the
great cross on the allar. The spark

.apparently scl off gas thal had

gathered in the Sunday Schoeol
wing at the left,

Tis source of the gos Is still a
mystery. The gas lines in the end
of the church that blew up run
culside the bullding,

St. Matthews firemen battled
the blaze for two hours, They
were given a helping hand for
more than an hour by the Lyndun
Volunteers, .

The church suffered far more
dumage than is readily visible
from the outside, Other than the
left” wing, which is a comp
wreck, the building appears in-

ture was snapped Monday alternoon at St
completely wrecked Sunday Scheol section

tuct and in good shape,

But the entire fir ceiling of the
chopel and the cight Taminated-
pine trusses were scorched beyond
repaie, The pews were damaged
and will have to be replaced, ns
well as ihe te floor.’ Every. win-
dow In the left, front and reur of
the church was cracked, including
the beautiful stalned glass win-
Gows above the enlrance,

The cross und organ were also
damaged, probably beyond repais,
The -fire marshall is investigating,
Inruranceicovers the loss,

The church's spirit was not
broken, however. Politely de-
clining the offer of three or four

lete’ 51, Matthews churches to use their

Iacilities, lhe church council de-

John Lutheran Church, Foreground s the

cided Monday evening to go rinh |
on holding services In the un-
dumaged part of the building,
That would include the buck
Sunday School wing, which holds
150 or 200 people, and the overs
flow part of the chapel at 1he
tight, where the choir is stationed.
» . L -

Counctl member Lee Isham re-
ported  that the congregation '
would be split alphabetically for
rex) Sunday, with services W be !
held for half at a speelal 8:30 o m. |
worship service, and for the other
hall at the regular time, 11 am, |
Letters are being sent out 1o the |
members telling them which serv. |
jece to atlend Sunday School, o/
usual, will be at 9:45 am |
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50 YEARS & STILL GROWING

In 2008, just two years from now, St. John Lutheran Church will celebrate its 60 years of Ministry and Mission.

These 60 years have been filled with challenges and triumphs! It was a wonderful time and as the congregation looked back,
it continues to respond to the Lord’s Call to move on.

Begun in 1948, St John was mission to the “wilderness” of eastern Jefferson County. Over the years “wilderness” has given
way to suburbia. What were once corn fields have been transformed into a major medical center — Baptist Hospital East.
But in 1957, when the Congregation made a major decision and erected the present Worship Center there was only a few
houses in the immediate area.

The Corner stone was laid on April 14, 1957, Palm Sunday. Pastor Kleckley joined Pastor Diehl for that extraordinary
event.

The Congregation continued to grow and everything was wonderful. On October 21, 1957, the Congregation would be test-
ed in a unique and horrifying way. There was an undetected gas leak in the new building, the result of which was an explo-
sion and fire that damaged the new Church. Fortunately no one was seriously injured and the Congregation learned a valua-
ble lesson — “When money is the only problem, it’s not a real problem.”

From new building to a pile of twisted and burnt debris, the people of God at St. John were tested. Restoration took only
two months and on the Sunday before Christmas, the Congregation once again worshipped in the new building. Through the
years, St. John Lutheran Church has endured, not simply because of the skills, talents, and gifts of its people, but because of
its focus on the one Lord of the Church.

Now as we look back, we are encouraged to look ahead and to dream new dreams. Imagine the smiles on the faces of those
who have gone before us. They are faithful witnesses and now our witness with them is preparing us for a brand new day.
The renovation and construction plans that are proposed will more than double the size of our present facility.

We are in the MISSION and MINISTRY business at St. John, not the building business. God is not calling us to build a
building; he is calling us to a ministry that will reach beyond our walls. The building is here to house the ministry and not
the other way around! Called through the Gospel, we commend ourselves to the Lord of the Church and to one another.
Trusting that the Lord will provide, we are open to his call and together we move into a new millennium. Our renovation
and new building completed in 2001 has allowed us to engage in Mission and Ministry is ways that were impossible before.
What is truly amazing is that we are on target to pay off the debt for the new building by our anniversary date.

60 years ago, a group of faithful Christians ventured out into the “wilderness” of St. Matthews and embarked on the faith
journey we know as St. John Lutheran Church. With the advent of a new millennium, we too will embark on a journey of
faith as we build for mission. To the Lord we commend ourselves — body, mind, and spirit. Thanks be to God!
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St. Matthews Baptist Church of Louisville, Kentucky, begun in 1927, is a progressive congregation of
1,500 plus members who live in a region of seven counties called Kentuckiana. We are a five genera-
tion church who seeks to help people experience a joyful Christian faith. We pursue 100+ ministries by
members using their spiritual gifts to make a difference in the lives of people.

Our campus includes a 100,000 square foot facility which includes: a sanctuary with seating capacity
for 1,500 people, a fellowshlp hall with a dining capacity for 600 people, a gymnasium, an office area,
classroom spaces for Sunday School & small groups, a music suite for choir rehearsals, the Wayne E.
Oates Media Center, a chapel, a weekday preschool, and a shared space & ministry with St. Matthews
Pastoral Counseling Center.

Our congregation’s composition is primarily Euro-American, middle class, college educated with a me-
dian age in the forties. We partner with two inner-city churches, one of which is African-American.
The church consciously affiliates with the Long Run Baptist Association, St. Matthews Area Minis-
tries, Greater Louisville Christian Reconciliation Ministries, The Kentucky Baptist Convention, the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship, the Southern Baptist Convention, the Baptist World Alliance, and the
Reconciliation Networks of Our World.

Church History

1926 — Tent revival gives birth to a vision that is now our church (SMBC).

1927 — SMBC organized as an arm of the Walnut Street Baptist Church. About 25 persons are
welcomed into the fellowship.

1935 — Construction of a building at Breckinridge Lane & Willis Avenue began.

1949 — First service held at new Grandview Avenue site on Sunday, October 30th.

1954 — A new $150,000 educational building is constructed.

1958 — Weekday Preschool Education began.

1960 — Church hosted Kentucky Baptist Convention Annual Meeting.

1982 — The church was ravaged by arson’s fire on January 10th.

1985 — On Easter Sunday, April 7th, first worship service held in new sanctuary.

1992 — Church hosted Kentucky Baptist Convention Annual Meeting.

1994 — D. Leslie Hollon becomes Pastor.

1998 — International Reconciliation Conference hosted at Church.

2002 — Church celebrates its 75th Anniversary.

2004 — Church hosted annual Kentucky Baptist Convention
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'|St. M. Baptist

Okays $150,000
Church Addition

The St. Matthews Baplist
Church, in a special business ses-
sion Sunday evening, voted

unanimously to approve plans
for a new educational building,

,'l and to authorize the architect to

ask for bids on construction of
i the unit. The cost of construction
| will be approximately $150,000.

llJosef)h H. Potts, of the firm of
'| Wagner and Potts, is the archi-
-, tect. It ijs expected that work on

the building will begin not later
than May 1.

The proposed new building
will provide four up-to-date
nurseries, two large beginner de-
partments, three primary de-
partments, two junior depart-
ments, two intermediate départ-
ments, two yodung people’s de-
partments, and three adult de-
partments. .

The present building will also
be remodeled and ‘enlarged to
include a balcony in the audi-
torium (which will increase the
seating capacity to 1000), a new

suite of offices for pastor and!
staff, and a church library and

parlor
The Sunday School attendance
for.last Sunday was 720, which

-was ~the: “secmdf-~largest atten~|

dance in the church history. The
total membership of the church
1s around - 1,200.

April 1, 1954

s !:lia T PR
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St. Matthews Baptist Church

— A >
FORMAL

MAY 8th 1045 AM

08 2 "“' ARt — $2ir v. -' P
EDUCATIONAL BUILDING
and Enlorged ond Redecorated Auditorium
O

St. Matthews
Baptist Church

GRANDVIEW AT MACON

Dedicotory Message by Dr. Carroll Hubbaoid

SPECIAL MUSIC 8Y CHURCH CHOIN
AND SOLO BY CHARME RIESLEY

OPEN HOUSE, 3 PM TOSP M

e FOUN MUREAN NURSEArs
e xv " sEEVICY ¥ BALCONT N --.umrn\n

|
£l

8 P.M.—CONCERT OF SACRED MUSIC

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE
CHAPEL CHOIR

ioewtne shiown e edueathos ballding plasned for 86 Matihows Baptl Chreh
e I Ak riohl -

DEDICATION
8 SUNDAY '

e ——

May 5, 1955

The
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Tuesday.

The dedication will be held in
connection with the regular
‘morning worship service at 10:45
with a special dedicatory mes-
sage by Dr. Hubbard.

Dr- Hubbard also announced
that the Georgelown College
Chapel Choir, directed by A. Ray |
Baker, will present a concert of
sacred music ‘at the church,
Grandview gt Macon, Sunday |
evening ut'8 pm. .

Dr. Hubburd caid the three- )
floor new  slructure and  the:
sanctuary will be seyved by an
elevator. There are aboul %5
rooms in the building. On the/
ground floor 15 a recreation room ’
land Sunday Schoo) dcpurlmcnls
I for juniors,

Four modern nurserics are on
the second floor as well a3 de-
partments for beginners and pri-!
maries: On the third floor are!
two intermediate  departments |
and one adult department.

He said the older part of the|
building has been reavcanged 1o
make a beoutiful young people’'s |
department. A balcony has been |
added to the sanctuary, seating!
200. This brings the church’s
scating capacity to about 925, he
said. The sanctunry has been re-
decorated throughoul, he said.

The building will be open tog
the public from 3 to 5 p.m.

The Georgetown choir nf
singers, gives converts  an
churvhes,  colleges  and  high!
schools throughout the State. !
andd has gained a reputation s
one of the finest musical organt-
zations in the South. The concert
is open to the public. l

St. Matthews Baptist Church

St. Matthews B Baptnst To
Dedicate New Building

Formal opening . and dedication of the new $130,000 edu-
cations]l building at St. idatthews Baptist Church will be
held Sunday, Dr. Carroll Hubbard,

minister,

May 5, 1955

announced

St. Matthews church
celebrates birthday

A reunlon of presenl oand
former members was among
the highlights of the 40th an-
nlversary celebralion of lhe
St. Matthows Baplist Church,
3515 Grandview Ave,, Sunday
afternoon, May 21,

Also lllonau wero former
pastors and represeniatives
of various Baplist organizat-
jons and of the Southern Bap-
tist Theologleal Sominary,

Church, Ellzabethtown, was
tho anniversary speaker. He
was pastor of the S, Mai-
thews Church botween 1041
and 1002, Dr, Hugh Pelorson,
of the seminary, recited the

prayer,

The church was constituted
May 18, 1927, as an arm of
the Walnul Street Daplist

Chureh Loulsville, During the
oarly yoars, the congregalion
met In Greathouse School and
the Harvey Browne Memaria.
Proesbylorian Church bullding
and its own dullding al Breck-
Inridge Lane and Willls Ave-

nue beginning In 19385,

In 1040, ihe church relocal-
od on Grandview Avenve, s
present property and facilil-
fes are valued alt $000,000,
Detween 1993 and 1965 when
Dr, Carroll Hubbard was pas-
tor, the church erected a-
mo 000 educational bullding
and installed an $18,000 pipe
organ.

The church has participdted
In sponsoring (he Beochwood
Baplist Church, the Bowgman
Fleld Mlssicn and Lake Lou-
isville Chapel, Thae Rov. Al-
ton H, McEachern bocame
pastor In Auvgusl 1960, The
present mm:‘up Is 2,000
and the annual church luomo
s $131,000,

During the 40 yoar, 12 young
pecple of the congreguilon
have enlered lhe mlnhlry

May 25, 1967




St. Matthews Area Churches: St. Matthews Baptist Church
Courtesy Al Ring Collection:

January 10, 1982: Headline: Keeping St. Matthews Baptist Alive Fire Destroys sanctuary, but not the spirit of
the church: A three alarm fire destroyed St. Matthews Baptist Church. The fire was discovered early this morning after
neighbors heard an explosion. While the main fire was fought by the Louisville Fire Department, St. Matthews Fire Depart-
ment patrolled the surrounding streets making sure flying sparks and brands did not land on roofs and start any other fires.

Man gets 18 years for church fire in St. Matthews and other offences.

Warren Emrick, 21, was sentenced to 18 years in prison on several arson related charges including the fire that destroyed
the St. Matthews Baptist Church.

Pictures from St. Matthews Baptist Library and Earl Stowers
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St. Matthews Baptist Church

3515 GRANDVIEW AVENUE / LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40207 / (502) 696-8882

DR. ) ALTUS NEWELL
PASTOR

Jamiary 20, 1952

5t. Matthewe Volunteer Fire Department
201 Thierman Lane
Loutsville, Kenlucky 40207

Dear Friends,

Thank you eo much for working to fight the fire at our church on
January 10. You did a terrific job of controlling the blase, reducing
cur loss and protecting the property of our neighbora. We are thankful
that none of your men wae seriously injured.

The fire and the circumstances surrounding it were tragic but our
people have responded remarkably well. The experience has taught us
many things and has renewed our appreciation for your depariment and
the services you perform for our commnity.

Again, thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

J;) Wy Jlaitld

JAN/Th Altus Newell
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St. Matthews Episcopal Church
Famo’us In Comtmnily History

of Rector of St Mork's Marish, San!

“ Ihews w Antonia, Texas. was called 10 he
. Hubdards Lane and mianter ot the new chwrch, Rev,

#l 1000 ara. Myl had formerly  sesved  in

beld
June 20, with Bishop Charles m*.%u M!nr' ol "r&n:;
k ervies il be el ot i gtioel by

. e now congre.
&h‘ Il i Dirst seeviees in
erccted S0 Matihews

o
5

TT8S TTREREFSE

=a¥3

Rowd.
Beewn's Lane, ot which  time
were B3 members in the
Since What tima ivem:
‘bersdip Bex grown UL I now
woumbers aver 300, mnd has boen
¥ ':ﬂ wupporting phrlih | Sined

!

Early bn 1000 the presant eizht.
are - site  was  purchased  and
plars were made for the finsl
wnll, wiieh is o he wand 12mpar.
arily sa Doth ehnch wad pitsloh
howme. Ground Gor Ihls constrs:
Gom sens Benken on Apeil 6wl
spprapriie coremanies vonduet .

These  servioes,  boasuguraling :. Dlishep Clingnaan und Rev
construction of the bulbding, il “Reus o L Ghaes

TET

PLILTE SZSETS

5
(3
A
%
-

ment an June 29, the S1. Mat.
thews Epbcapal Church mgain he-

| nificant role in the hister
1 Matthows, the nume, nn‘,l
| takon ‘from the churel

Comes 3 realiny

"| Original Chured June 26, 1952
The original St Matthews .-
I Chureh wian m

| on Wesiport Read, where
the building of the Palsecr-Bail|

ed by
Bultist and Keys families. Other |
families closcly associatest
with 1he church peve the Chenn.
weth, Mardin, Sey,  Platensm
and Brawn [amilies

Si. Matthews Named

The amall comwnumty sreund
the church was kaown as Gl
maon’s Station, » aame derived
from the owner of & prosperoes
tavern. Several yeurs sflier the
nstitution of the churel, » Unit.
o States st Office was ovtah |
lishesd here and the ctivons de
edincd W s the name Gilosan
Statian, prefering intesd I e,
the mame of the ¢hareh )

Thiss, the e of 50 Matthew s §

-

Rl

- -

b was born
. In IDE2  the St Matthews
o thureh Iienvinl 1o the ateursl

and nemm rhattly  thetvalter
Fot & Ume services were hedd
the ratiry and gorfa bl
Whivh sl staneda M Ihe morth
ney of 30 Stthews Ave
¢ L & N Hadrent sen
wod fienserly wsst by the Y N
1CA
o Chireh Merged

ewly

o owas gl Wk

wigeaiad St Mark's Ok
I Cremevnd Ml sttty wlicr e
| Ture 0 the vemtwey

With the sl growth of the
S5 Matthow s commmunity  albey
e Mot of 100 anel Whe comyest
o war vears, slhiomls ol
Epestopnl Churein i the Do
of Rentuwdy dvtvamined 1w 0o
vive Ihe ovmgregation anipimadiy
veliabbialsl im St Matthew «

Al 2 1080 28 pot s st
he bne of Dishap Clingman W
| plam for the organiiation ol the
POW OODROVEA il Sevvial et
g later, 0 petition aganod MW
M communesats sogecsleod
the crvdtion of & mow sassan o
be entled St Matthowe™ (A mis
SN it g congregaten whikh e
celves Ginanesal assistams Joven |
the misshnary fumwls of the D
ces, hn distinguished  Troen i
parish, which is eotaorely w M sap
porting)
Mission Refurmed

The mission was Jormally -

stitutod in May ol il yeor and |
the Rev \\‘-l!u:d Myl Anulm‘

newiy

St. Matthews Episcopal Church

Y e
e bt R
W TN TS

THE NEW ST. MATTHEWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH



St. Matthews Area Churches:

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

REV. CI.INGMAN
T0' OFFICIATE

AT CEREMONY

Formal Somce
Bcglns Aﬂ P. M

 The .new. flrst~unit of
—1Saint Mottbews Egggo-
| church, on“Hubbard
ne and Massie Avenue,
will be dedicated on Sun-

a special 'service in_the

new building for the Sun-

i ! School - children ot
9:30 Sunday morning, and

dication  will take place,
the Rt. Rev. Charles Cling-

e 38

ed by the Rev. Wilfred,
Myll rector of Saint Mat-
thew's Church, ond other
locol clergy ,

-

oW o §

_point, where' it \ean readily .

classrooms,  kitchen, and office,
with the . primary c

rooms on the lower level.

Louis and Henry were the ar-
chitects ‘and Robert Struck and
Sons the, general contractor.
Saint Matthew's - lphcopll
Church was started as' a mkdon
by a group of interested p
meeting with the Bishop ln Aprll
1948. In a sense, this was a Te-
organization, for the ‘St Mat-

from an Episcopal Church first
established in the area over a

near where Ridgeway and -the
railroad now are. But this church
was consolidated with another
Episcopal Church in what was
then a more densl.y popu.lated
area.

~|day, Feb. B. There will be

Subsequent organization meet-
ings with the Bishop were held
during’ the summer of 1848. A
rectory ‘was then purchased, and

called from St. Mark’s Church,
Sin Antonio, Texas, to become
Minister-in-charge. The Diocese
of Kentucky was not new. to Mr.

tonio, he had been rector of 'l‘rln

ity Church, Owensboro. B
Arungemenu were made with

the St. Matthews ‘Woman's Club

Church services, and on Sept. 5,
1048, the first service was held in

at 4 p.m. the service of de-

man, D.D., Bishop of Ken-:
tucky, officiahng, ‘assist-:

'I'he church iadhnhd on ‘an
eight-acre tract, on a fairly’ huh ]

f..s'

thews community took its name

century uo. located somewhere

April, 1951, when it was admit-
‘ted to unlon with “the ‘Diocese,
thereby a parish.

It did not take the Sunday
School and Church long to-out-
Rrow the facllities .of the Wo-
man's Club ‘and to realize the

necesity for ‘bullding. In May,

1951, a -successful campaign’ for

tmudswiﬂxwhld:lobuildthe-

first unit mconduded. with A,
L. Entwistle as chalrman of the

bullding program finance .com-.

‘mittee. The . commhbu.

with Henry J.. Scheirich, ‘senior -

wardeno!tbochurdl.ndmr-

man of the bulldingpr o;nm be-
gan the complex job deter-} X

mining what to build. *.

In January, 1949, lholue on

which thechm'ch ' stands was
purchased. On : Sunday, -
Apru 6, 1952, n'ouad was broken

for the new Imlldln‘. On: Junc":

20, loaz.tbchwu
Now on February 8, 1953 the

vice of dedication of the - first =
. l‘v!m‘_,

unit “of Salnt’ Matthew’s
pal Church- will take place. -
(Contlnned On !'ln Six)

St. Matthews Episcopal Church

the Reverend Wilfred Myll was -

Myll for before going to San An-~

for the the. use of their building

Rev. Clingman
" (Continued from Page One)

The thurch has npG a continu-
ing health growth, from about 81
persons In September, 1848, 1o
opproximately 350 at present,,
with a Sunday School of over

200 children, .
After Sunday, Fcprunry B,
Sunday services In - the new

bullding will be: o cclebration of
the Holy Communion cach Sun-
day ot 7:30 a.m.; church school
al D30 am.; morning prayer and

=RKS

for Sunday School ellnu and

that building. ‘Saint Matthew's .
remained a mission church until -

sermon at 11 am.;-on the first
Sunday in’each monlh o\ celebra-
tion of the Holy Communion at
11 a.m.; during Lent it is planned
u-to have Wednesday evening ser-
g1 | vices and during ‘the week of

to| Mirch 22, (he Right Revergnd

Everett H. Jones, Bishop of West
Texas, will come (o Saint Mat-
thew's Church for a week's
B, preaching mission,

nt,
er

February 5, 1953
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St. Matthews E'piscopal chvurcl; e e
plans ultramodern building, Gay nineties

" 3 a
St, Masthews Eplscupal will be & central altar of the cemral-altar de- el W
Chucn will start con- surrourded onthreesides rign |s 10 tasplre a greal- .nvl at o .l neee
wiruction abour the first Y pews, That and theiu= er partlcipation hy ke’ vala fos JLK N wied
esual shupe T ¢ ' 1 A (] -

Jfef the year on an ulira- of the roal  coegeegacion In o cyn- which will roran
modern, urssusl church have been attraciing most iral scr of werskip, Tre I Mkt | . :
| mruciore, ention, the archirects early church, he =ays, direciion, ’
A”]h"“":{ }):.[(":;n-g. .I.:ndv;ren: Vit Me! 1oRether aw an [n-  Tiw hullding willte bails The Women's Auull.r’
Louvia an enry de- - € Lels, deslgn- 1imawe group, ad;acent to, amd L2
scribes the strecture as :‘r with the ncl"l!ccm al The ;-?a- ter the pln. od ;:v_ the Luilding now .0‘ St' &"(thew' Epl’cop.l
‘four Incersecting sad- lrm, sajd rhat the sha copal Charch batlding serving as 1 s
dlr-r)rc. ﬁ)?_crkv!: par- of 1he bullding and .f" permsits a seating uf Hutdargs laac 31 Vias ChurCh Wﬂl hlve a s.y
:baluld‘r oo(l heHTcu:J-l frec-sianding altor really ramgoment caltulsted 10 ale Ave, lte provent nineties fair Nov, 16 and
overed WEICh will “are revivaln of features faster more tatlmacy, hullding will fecome o
13‘?}3 ke & large t‘"t‘w of churches In earller The greates: diszancebe- parish hall o tapel, 17 at the church at Hub-
will e supparied ) Con= pariods. fween seats aod the glhar 71 pew Aiding =1
;‘lﬂeu plera ar only four r"‘(-.a design rocognizes will beonly d0feet where« se sout 430, b.rd Ln" .M ‘\“ssle Av“
ny, the early origlne of the 88 the sverage distance The v [N be
Other constructlon mat- cherch,’ Lewls sald, “In o most churchos is 60 T, d 1he Fe.lur’d Wl" a mcl-
erlals will be masofry facr, early tulldiegy In- ieer, loose. endacof 3 halldiing odrama by a ne'ly form-
| And Jaminaied timber ar~ ypived from reats wileh i G 2 % L Are fOw
l T".;' Cowt :lhem.- bullds pad e alisrs In che con. léf ballging W (EAtUre botag caugr up, Ard st ed theatre group, The
ng has not beea derer- op wide windows an three work witl nhrun I~
mined, thearchitocts Al Dna aurhorlty an church 31deq for pataral Mgt~ mediarely O ed Parlish House Playou.
Another unusual festure srehliecture nays theaim N durieg tie day. LIgt plany for th v The group will present
g% I ‘‘Her Fartal Beauty--Or

i glarat A Shop Girl's Honor"* and
£ o ST ; ! will be_dlirgcted by Mr,
APy e A and Mr erald Jaggers.
This group comprised of

members of the congreg-
, ation and other local peo-
z - ot s s ple, was formed for this

, SR v —— speclal event, but plans
| 4 ' g'._‘—;’» - o T to continue with regular
PR B : PO e G 0 T PN performances, The show

""Skerch skows & schemanic impression of the new ing, Constructios Is to start about Jarsary i. Casl . will also [eature barber
prcposed S:. Matrthews Episcopel Church, The of the Zuliding is yet 1o be cetermiced,
structire an the left fa the church's presert dulld. 'hOP qu‘r(e‘ s"‘x’na 'M

- _— —— - can can dancers,
May 17, 1962 Other features of the
falr will be a \ad Hat-
ters tea party for the
children, an English tea
shop for the ladles, and
a golf putt for the men,
There will also be a gift
shop, white elephants and
Christmas and Thanks-
glving arrangements,
The failr will be from
1 to 9 p.m, on Friday,
Nov, 16, and f(rom 10
am, to 12 .p.m, Satur-
day, Dinnera willbe serv-
ed from 5 to 7:30, The
melodrama will be at 8
p.m. MNov, 16 only,

Mrs, William Dietrich

Ribe u-m.hbv:n'. Tho‘ -uppor:‘ludbn’M| "o:m& t-:ubollc type. roof for and \Nrs, Paul D’lﬂey are

St, M - I plac Ch a1 ~an Inte >

Y'N- n:'-" ad;mnl:\ .:Tf:- hou:‘ommo. nr:crur: l& ‘twhor Y:’l::’t:‘fl‘:‘l:::":: CO-Ch“rm.ﬂ o’ lhe CVeM
fat and Mrs, Mary Hecken-

November 1,1962  kamp s in charge of tick-

ers,

November 26, 1964
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ORGAN DEDICATED: The Carolina Schelrich
Memorial Organ was dedicated April 30 at 5¢,
Matthew s Eplscopal Chyrch, St, Matthews, by
the Right Reverand C, Gresham Marmion, D.0,,
Eplscopal Bishop of Kentucky, The new organ
conglists of 1,320 pipes and a three keyboard
congole with an electiro-paneumatic action, Mrs,
James F, Thomas |s organist and cholir dir-
ector; the Rev, Wiilfred Myil s Rector of Sc,
Matthew s Eplxcooal Church.

May 18, 1967



St. Matthews Area Churches: St. Matthews Episcopal Church
Courtesy The Archives of St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Ed Hill:

This is a picture of the parsonage for the original St. , tus El ith her Sundav School cl t the St
Matthew's Episcopal Church. The Church stood at Ml;gt:l;elvlvs.s \;?)I:I?;‘nv's;lcmgr_ 11314118?), choot class at the St

near what is now St. Matthew's Avenue and Westport

The first service at the St. Matthew's Woman's Club Sunday School class at the St. Matthew's Woman's Club
Sept. 5, 1948. The crucifer is Joseph Scheirich. The cler- 1948.
gyman is Bishop Charles Clingman.



St. Matthews Area Churches: St. Matthews Episcopal Church
Courtesy The Archives of St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Ed Hill:

Ground breaking for the new sanctuary - April 1942. Bishop
Charles Clingman

i
.

The first rector of the re-established St. Mat-
thew's Episcopal Church, Bill Myll, and his 8
wife, Eleanor. 1949.

The laying of the cornerstone for the new
sanctuary - Jun 29, 1952.

The laying of the cornerstone for
the new sanctuary - Jun 29, 1952.
Bishop Charles Clingman



St. Matthews Area Churches: St. Matthews Episcopal Church
Courtesy The Archives of St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Ed Hill:

The laying of the cornerstone for the new sanc-
tuary - Jun 29, 1952. Bishop Charles Clingman.
On the left is Henry Scheirich, the first senior
warden and one of the charter members. On the
left is Bill Myll the first rector.

Picture of the grounds for the present church. This picture was taken at the time of the ground breaking in 1952.
The photographer had his back to Hubbard's Lane. Massie Avenue



St. Matthews Area Churches: St. Matthews Episcopal Church
Courtesy The Archives of St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Ed Hill:

Service in the original sanctuary - 1952. St. Matthew's Episcopal Church children's choir - 1956.

The original sanctuary for the re-established St. Matthew's Episcopal Church. The first service was held in this
building on February 8, 1953.



St. Matthews Area Churches: St. Matthews Episcopal Church
Courtesy The Archives of St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Ed Hill:

The construction of the current sanctuary. This sanctuary was dedicated on June 27, 1965.

The construction of the current sanctuary. This sanctuary was dedicated on June 27, 1965.
This picture was taken in 1963.



St. Matthews Area Churches: St. Matthews Episcopal Church
Courtesy The Archives of St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Ed Hill:

Ariel photo of the church grounds - about 1965.
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St. Matthews Episcopal Church

Courtesy St. Matthews Episcopal Church web site:

'Whem the first unit was doaigned the style proposad by the
architect vas considercd by miny Lo be extreme and tar too
modern for an ecclesizatical building in & neigkborbood

of traditiomal red dbrick pscedo~Colonial houses, Ths
guteral accoptance of the contewporary desige of che original
usits, which sccustanco was roinforced by che experfonce of
using the mpaces for tonm yeare, wado £t possidle for che
architect to suggest an cven more unususl llturgical dopart-
ure fer the sanciuary.

"Ihe form of the aew sanctuary was not devoloped to be
difforent but rather ft cvolved fram the destirn to achieve
4 ¢loso relationship botween the altar and the comgregation.
It was nlso compidercd desirable to haw: the choir, ascolytes
and other participants inm the services become a part of the
coogragation by belng scated In pews, thus giving greater
omghasis to the sltar and loss to cthe robed participants.

'The location of the sltar at the physical ceater of the
structure (8 cxpressod ca the exwerior by the absolutoly
symmutrical roof which reaches its grestest Imporcasce by
peans of the upswecping of the lead-costed copper colomcors,
culminating in cthe slender spizc and cross directly over the
alear,

'Alchosgh dcceptanca iz mot wmanimous in all respects such
sccoptance does cross all ago lines,

My 1966,

WVELCOME

We velcome to Sainr Matthew's Church the members of the Ono
dundred anc Thirey-Eighth Aanun) Convention of che Diocess of Eaamcucky
wnd the Eighty-Third Asnual Meetimg of the Episcopal Qwrchwomen of the
Dlocess of Kentucky,

Zaeb of you way be familiar with the history of Saint Mezthow's
Church, wit some may ¢ new to the area; therefore, in this little pam-
phlet we sre telling yoo scewthiog of the atory of our church here in
Et. Matchiws,

Evory work of art and love ic born first aw a dream in tho hearts
of those vho vould cruate it, S it was that ce April 2, 1948, ac a
soeting in the wome of Rishop Clingran, tho drean of Satnt Matthoew's
Eplscopal Churcs had 1t beglesing. Culled togother by the Bishop to
discuss the orgeaireticn of a misston church in St, Matthews, 27 hopaful
pooplu crganizoc theeselves (mte comsittons to imvestigate tomporary
quarcers for the mission.

In a pezze this vas a re-arganization of the church, for thore
had been Ln this ares at onc time, an Zpiscopal Church eallod Saimt
Matthow's, viich was founded during che 1830°s and disbasded shortly
after the turn of the cencury, and from which the Sr, Micthows compmunity,
formerly called Cilsan's Folet (derivod from the nome of the owncr of a
prospercus tatere in the arca), later tock fts nawe, St, Matthows.

Arramgemonts were made with the St, Motthevs Wonan's
Club to woe tielr building os 2 place In which to hold worship services.

On June i, 1948, the present rector, the Bewv, WLlfrad Myll, waa
called fros 5t, Mark's Chureh, im San Mntonio, Texas, Mr, Myll accepted
the eall and a rectory vas purchased at 4035 lelsrd Moad,

The first services of the sewly organized Saint Mstthew's Mission,
conducted by Bishop Clisgman, were held Septesber 5, 1948, ac the St,
Mitthevs Soman's Club, The Myll family orrived during tho week and ce
Scptesber 12, 1348, Mr. Wyl conducted his first service horo,

May 1966

Saint Matthew's Episcopal Churreh

230 Norih Hubbards Lane Louisville, Kentucky $0207

FParith Secretary

Tvem Expuss Jamency (967
Casl G Bach, M

Dule I Lt

Dr Joweph W Lieberee, Jr
Anbur § Myn

Ll M. Schaal

Srw Wasdea
Josram Wandew

Tel 8853483

S 2 A

Tws Revirese WiLrsio My, Recnw

Orgentxt anid Chesr (vrevtor Mis. James Thomas
Muzs Masgaret Curry
THE VESTRY
lem Bxpeo Jarusy 8 Term Expires Jassarn 1968
Edward W Acguatas Med M. Alkn
Dyl N Hin Pausl £ Disey, N
Warry L Nasare, o Mis e A Laid
Lyle G Spaldieg Pobers & McCanlley
Sedoey G Ssvems Askin M. Secar
Dule I, Liach Treasness fen N Dutn
Fediwey G0, Sarvem Building Fowsd Tomasnrnr Richard Swaah
Daved N Wom

orun

e oan
W am

T

SUNDAY SERVICES
ot em . Holy Comwenmion
Marmmg Frayer and Servwa, (1Saly Commranion oo dw fen Suadey
o ek mondi) Chand Schod, Cre Buom dor seion

WEDNESDAY
Haly Cormmrmnrion

In 1949 the wiseion purchasod the S-acre tract at Mublhards
Lana and Massio Avemue whire the church stands today,

Throughout 1949 and 1950 che church continued to operate as

a mission.

In 1951 it became self-supportimg aod was given =1l

standing #4 a parish by the Diocwesn Convention that year.

"Soom the architects, lowis & 8onry, began sketching plans for
0 bulldfog, Ground won broken for the firaC unit o April 6, 1952, The
firat service In the comploted nev modorn bullding was beld on February
4, 953, This building had many uscs. It was funccional and often
dad to be comverted avermight from a place of worship to a parish hall
where parish mectings, dinners, aad other affairs werc held,

The cherch mombersbip contiaued to grow aed soon adéiticexl
apace vas necdod, In March 195 plans were under woy for the addition
of an oducational wing, the second phase of the building progran. On
Junc 23, 1955, ground was broken and on Jaouary B, 1956 Church School
claszes met in the aiv bullding for the first timo,

Mot tho third phase of ocur Lullding PrORTIO. w.. . 0ur drCM. ...
s pormanont place of worship.....to which overyone had looked forward
from the beginning was yet Lo CoOMNeseass

 Bowesaber L7, 1963, ground waa broken for the third unic,
vhich campleted our church bullding project; asd ca Jume 27, 1965 the
dedtcation sorvice waa held and ve bogan holding worghip services in
our boautiful pow sanctuary.

Here £5 what our acchitoct, Fred Louls, has to say shout the
atyle of the architecture of cur buildiags.

“fhe original unit of Ssimt Macthew's Episcopal Church was
boilt in 1952, conslsting of vhat is mow the parish Ball and
adjacent class rooms and attendant [acilities.

‘An sddition, consisting of expanfdced cducatfonal facilitles,
vos added o 1955,

{continuod)
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St. Matthews Episcopal Church

August 17, 1967

19th century landmark
to be destroyed soon

A Lisimsrs comnectod with
the saming of 2 Vaithews b
the 190 comtury il g0 wp I
Ak em

e Landmarh Is o twim oy
frame bdbling o the ninthe
AN cemet ol Uestpert Ml
) N S s Avmes

O0rtaln o e abmer A
beators ol Pagbdwy | wep,,
wenrt of The batifing, b 4e
grovd tn iet the 8 Aaithews
igw b e
Mewrtnre s part of s massie
Nre fehfioe eaers iy

Ioparimen

At ting tie < W Malmer -
LLVT L T pershibhndl of the
comp e, e bulbiing 1y fune

WAt Vet e ate] padie
e aisanee t

P sabd be s r et tohaes e
b Ming oot CTafier v
st ™ treen oty offletade

™ bwiiing, Bulll betwsen
It 1389 swipiomally was 2
st e st sl of

fowl n
the A4 NMuthess | plaragal
AL

Mok then e main chegled
Pt hfing, whieh had boen bad it
arimml  LRON, loraliet
whete 0e Palower plant s now
P Rl e L

wor of Resipett Wosd and w
T T
W e e b ting w s

werravet by Dre el for
e s e iers were hebd Inthe

rrrtnes ol girist st el The

chureh way redudil on the site
and remained of Bhe 5 Matt.
hewn  Aveoue lecation wnit)
abowt 1900,

Then the ehureh wis sarged
with the Ceescent HUIL FKpis.
ropsl chareh wsttl 104N

e mrw M Sslihee s ) pase
ropel Chureh, o 30 N M.
batd Lane was segesioed thal
™ar

The wrigima] chureh badbiing
was the first choreh s e
aren, when (e command|y was
calied Climan's Sastion,

1alrr The rity way samed
alter the St Malthews § pdes
rogal Chureh

The rectory bullding hecame
A privale home In D marly
19008 wti] M war used 4
headguartors far the ¥ Mat.
s Y M CA

THE V" moved o Yis ave
headquarters  om Norhoarne
Doslavard in 1935, Sinew then
e old reclory har act bhewn
o~ ruplod

Palmer - Dall saidibe 2 1/2.
acred irsct on which 1he tad M.
ing sits will be set outalde ae

ah oxpansion sres  for (he
plam
Me  sald A pruthly the

burning of the bubhling n a
Meectratntog caecving will be
withis o week or e

AMartthows
Matthews

tary o ihe St

port Head and St

» dentroyed soon 1 this (wo.story frame bullding

Episcopal Church, The
AVeoue

SITE FOR NEW SHOP

Historic tract
sold for $60,000

A tract of lund comsacied with e
maming of Sl Mahews has bees sold
for 360,000 to Kimer £ Kualls and
Feed ) Woll, co-owners of Jim's Dby
Shop al 3960 Weatport Ra.

The Matoric traed, telaling two acras,
I8 yecross from Padmer Astestos & Nod-
bor Carp. o 140 8. MMaws Aw,
Kanlla aald 2o body shop will be moved
10 that locatien, A 10,000 square - fool
Alanl buliding will te arected [0 house the
Dustanss sotnetime  thin yoar, Ksalin
anid
"o had outgrown oor plase of besine ss
o0 Westpart Rosd,” Kaelin commaen
Mo sald the buliding s Westpor) Road
will be lased o sald,

The 2. Matidews Avweow Itr3et was
e alle of 3 rectory asd girl' acheo!
of s 2 Matihews Episcopal Chareh,
The charch Uselt, bong ags destroped,
sleod where (he Palmer Astestes &
Rubter Cory, plest sow 1s located. 8.
Maidows wan samed AMer e church,
The giris' school laler became the
Ors location of the M. Malthewy
Y. M © A Thromgh (ha yesrs e
buliding deterforsted Last yuar s
bllding was dewaled In & Bre-fighting
cwercise Uy the 8. Matthaws Volumiear
Fire Degartmant,

Kaelln and Wolf jurchased (he ground
recantly ftrom 1he Palmar Asbeston &

Rutber Corp,

The trael maasures 00 feet ajeng e
L. & N tracky snd 267 St along A,
Matisows Avnce,

Jim's Pedy Shop hat tmen 5t Uw West.
port Posd Jocaivon 1 mars

The parinars sadd 1hey haven™t decided
on the dosign o e new baly shep,
"We're shopping arownd for eas ™
SR Nasitn

The compary employs savwn persons,

May 8, 1969
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November 11, 1968: Landmark’s “death” draws hundreds of spectators: A landmark connected with the naming of
St. Matthews died a dignified death Sunday morning, while hundreds watched.

T}ﬁe leilndmark, built between 1840 and 1860, was originally a rectory and girl’s school of the St. Matthews Episcopal
Church.

The building was burned by the St. Matthews and McMahan Volunteer Fire Departments as a fire-fighting exercise.

The building, dressed to die by the fire departments with crude oil, finally crumbled at noon after four hours of fire fighting
training.

The exercises beginning about 8:30 were extensive. The firemen first fought a smoke fire. Many of the firemen, tears
streaming from their eyes, exited from the building. The smoke fire was finally extinguished by men equipped with self
breathing apparatus.

Both fire departments performed rescue operations. The firemen rescued Oliver the dummy, a stuffed property of the St.
Matthews department.

At 11 the death blaze was started. Firemen, numbering 35, attacked the building in force. With smoke curling skyward and
with flames licking their heels, the firemen, Spartan-like, blitzkrieged the building with axes.

Lt. Kenny Freid, of the McMahan department, collapsed after inhaling too much smoke. Freid was back on his feet in a few
minutes and charged back into the building.

Skip Golden grabbed Al Ring, preventing Ring from being crushed by a flaming ceiling. In fact, the training exercise was
so real, many onlookers thought the fire was the real thing.

Captain Jack DeHart of the St. Matthews department coordinated the attack on the building.

The building located at the corner of St. Matthews Avenue and Westport Road, was on the property of the Palmer Asbestos
and Rubber Corp.

According to S. W. Palmer-Ball, vice president of the company, the building was used as a training exercise because it was
considered “an eye-sore and public nuisance” by the St. Matthews City Council.

He said he agreed to have the building removed “after pressure” from city officials.

The building became a private home in the early 1900s. Later it became the headquarters of the St. Matthews YMCA. The
YMCA moved in 1955. Since then the old rectory was not occupied.

This is what the building looked like except in much more
run-down condition.

From: St. Mathews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Sam- &
uel W. Thomas,

Photo from The Courier-Journal 1951, by Thomas V.
Miller, Jr.
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The old St. Matthews Episcopal Church rectory and girls school on St. Matthews Avenue be-
comes a ball of flame last Sunday. Firemen burned the building in a massive firefighting exer-
cise.
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WorkBe egun On Addition
lTo Metllodlst Church

Work has begun on remodeling of St. Matthews Methodist Church ||
.md the addition of seven rooms for church school purposes, Rev,
James S, Curr_\', :suslor, announced this week.

When all units. are completed, Church began with a tent meet- |
the value of the church's proper- ing in 1938, when 30 members '
ty will be $400,000, he estimated, signed up. Services were held in

The completed  structure has the old ireathouse School build-
been designed to meet the needs ing on Lexington Road. A lot
of a church school of 900, with was purchased on Breckinnidge
a church sanctuary seating 1,000, - Lane at Grandview and the cor-
said Rev, Curry, The present
sanctuary, with a seating capa-
city of 275, will eventually be-
come the smaller chapel of the
church, be added.

\ceremome:s were ‘held Septem-
ber 10,

The present chutch site was
purchased in 1947. The church

This first unit of a projected at about ,_he said, 1t is lo-|
three-unit — expansion rogram cated at 38 Browns Lane.
will cost about $45,000, he said. The St. Matthews Methodist .

1
|
i
|

bought a chapel from Bowman

The church has had a 35% in- Field “and  moved: it  to *:the

crease in membership in the Just Browns Lane Jof. First services
16 months, with the present total ‘were held May 23, 1948,

<)

Looking over. phn: for an ¢nlnrtdl St Matthews' Methodhl Church
are Rev. James S, Clirry, pastor; H . Ledford, chairman of the
church ‘bourd; Gibson' Whiltaker, chairman of the commission on
finance; and Dan Chitwood, chairman of (he church board of trus-

1

Jremodelling of the present chureh

87,000

tees. — (photo by Frederio lk’rk-)

January 21, 1954

Matthews United Methodist Church

Even on Saturdays the work continues on St Matthows Methodist
Church. At the right roar, walls for the addition are golng up.

|Easter Finds Methodists Building

erstone for the church was laid |
n July 3, 1930. Formal opening |

Ad (e Ensler scason 5 upon us, church  will  starl building unit
workmen a st Dassy on  the three, n new sanctuary, ol »n cost
renovations and addilions to St of about $135,000

Matthews Methodist Chureh 08 Phe modest but attractive ehureh

| Browns Lanc sits  meross the road [rom the en
At ihe back of the chureh, walls (ranece to Norbourne Estinles, love
nroe going up for  the complele jjext of St Matthewy' sixth clasy
| | nursery church office, and three gies It typifles the strenuous
{|Sundny School roomy. Thiz Is the hujkding programe being planned
{ U first unlt of o projected three-unit or conducied by many of the
bullding program, the total cost of churches in S, Matthows These
[ Which will be aboul §270,000 include Bethel Evangelical and

The irst unit and the complete

Reformed, St
Harvey Browne

terinl, Beechwood Baplist,

Matthews Baptist,
Memorin! Presby-

.llmnl $46,000 Holy

gtructure will cost

The working oo Spirit Cotholie, Broadway Baptist
ihe flirst po eond unil. and St Matthews Eplscopal|
This will [ ive the church 12 nddi- Churehes
' tional Sunday S Wl rooms. 1t s

By the time next Bastor arrives,

.AL‘P\Lll o to be finished in August s s ~ ¢
and will cost £53.000. The second hll‘”“"’mfl_“ W5 ."“;fu“f‘" il (',mfulh
part of this unit wi S o will have more elbow room for its

cgation lo worship
chikdren and,
adully in the tenets of the church's |

|

falth, |

prowing con

church more educational room and !
in and to educuate

will cost nan estimnted additional

With all this oul of the way, the

April 15, 1954
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Melhodlsls

to break
ground

St. Macthews Methodist
Church, 319 Browns Ln,,
will break ground for Its
new sanctuary at 9:30
a.m, Sunday, Feb, 11,
with the resident Bishop
of ghe Loulsville area,
Walter C. Gum, officia-
ting.

Mayor of St, Matthews,
B, F, Bowling, former
pastors of the church and
ather guests will share
In the occasion,

The new sanctuary,
which will complete the
church's present building
plans, will be of Colonial
design and will seat 560,
There will also be of-
fice and classroom space.
Nevin and Morgan are
the architects and Bowlds
Construction Company
has been awarded a con-
tract to begin construc-
tion immediately. Cost of
the sanctuary and furn-
Ishings will approximare
$300,000,

John R. Fleld is chair-
man of the building com-
mittee and J. Ashby Mil-
ler was chairman of the
bullding fund campaign
which began lastOctober.
The church was estab-
lished In 1938 with meet-
ings In the Greathouse
School. The congregation
moved to its present lo-
cation on'Browns Lane In
1948, and since that time
has completed a chapel
and a church school an-
nex.

St. Matthews United Methodist Church

e o

AL
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Construction s underway for the new sanctuary at the St, Matthews Metho-
dist Church, 319 Browns Ln, Ground was broken In February for the new
structure which s designed to seat 360, Nevinand Morgan are the architects
and the construction work (s being done by the Bowlds Construction Co. Cost
of the sancruary and furnishings {s approximarely $300,000.

February 8, 1962

Methodists
budget calls

for $68,604

St, Matrthews Methodist
Church last week Sct up
a proposed budger of S68,
604 for 1962-63,

AMore than $17,000 of the
budget Isallocated topro-
grams outside of the home
church, In this program
$5,000 goes 10 the Bi-
shop's Crusade for
Christlan Education and
Church Fxtenslon; $3,200
to World Ice and $3,
000 o Advihce Mission
specials, Also In this
bracket are $1,495 o
Christian higher educa-
tion and a simllar amount
to retired ministers,

Some 526,000 of the hud -
get Is allocared for the
home church, which In-
cludes mure than $14,000
toward construction of a
new sancruary, Nearly
$26,000 will go lorsalar-
les,

The church's congrega-
tlon will be asked Sunday
fur pledges roward the
budgor, with 100 men as-
signed 1o the task, Donald
Hundley 1s chalrman of
the visiration,

A dinner meeting Is set
for team visitora at 6,30
tomorrow night,

April 26, 1962

June 28, 1962

May 17, 1962

orior

Methodists

Cornerstone
rites slated

The St, Matthews Me~
thodist Church will lay.
a cornerstons for ita new.

Lane, at 12 o'clock thll
Sunday.

The colonfal structure,’
begun in February, is be-
ing buflr by Bowlds Con-
struction Company, the
architect 1s n and’
Morgan, Occupancy ia
mmlnd for Tblnku!v-

but costin Ap-,
proximately. $300, is
designed to seat 560 In
the sanctuary. It will be
air conditioned, The
bulld also Includes a
nuite offices, a music
room, conference room,
visual aids room, and &

prayer chapel.

The will com-
plete the present bulld-
ing plans for the con-
tlon except for In-

Arra

sanctuary is occupled,

The frame house, for-
merly used as a parson-
age, at 325 Brown's Ln,,
will also be removed,

or changes and re- |
g In the present |
building when the new |

I

e
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Cornerstone
rites set by
Methodist

A €ornerstone laying
ceremony for the new
sanctuary of Christ Me-
thodist Church, Browns-
boro Road. at Blanken-
baker Lanewill take place
at 10:30 a.m, at the close
of the Sunday School hour,
Sunday, Sept, 30,

The Rev. W, W, Slider,
pastor will read the cere-
mony. Others taking part
will be Dan Allen, chair-
man of the church board;
Gordon Brown, superin-
tendent of the church
school; Ben Ewing, chair-
man of the hls“gﬂ‘
commlirtiee; Joe ne,
chalrman of rrustees;
MtS. Harold Irick, Presi-
dent of the women's so-
clety; and Miss Rebecca
Sims, representing the
youth,

Articles placed in the
cornerstone will include
- coments of theold Broad-
way Methodist corner-
stone, clippings and
photographs of bullding
progress, hymnals and a
membership list,

Cround was broken for
the new sanctuary on
Easter Sunday, April, 22,
1962 and Is to seat ap-
proximately 800 people.
Construction is expected
to be completed by Dec,
l.

September 27, 1962

St. Matthews United Methodist Church

Ite old parsonage of Sr,

\Matthews Alethodist Church will soon be gone

s workmen are demolishing the old residence which has been used In recent

\‘cars

make t!
for the

for clazsrooms.

AMle,

A new sanctuary under construction will soon
¢ bullding no longer needed, There isnothing Immediately scheduled

November 8, 1562
gl QIO LY g
MethodiSts-uwait
. $$ y -
cross from Congo

Members of the St, Matthews Methodist Church

are looking forward rto

the arrival of a 9-foot

cross as a gift of appreciation from the Methodist
Church In Lubudi, (Mantaga), Congo.

The cross of African
mahogany was made by
the people of the Congo
church In appreciation to
the St. Matthews Church
for helping to bulld a
parsonage and a six-room
school there,

Rev., Rual T, Perkins,
minister of the St, Mart-
hews Church, sald this
contact with the Congo
Church began about four
years ago when the St,
Matthews Church chose
to send money to the Con-
g0 as a missionary
speclal, The money sent
was used 1o bulld a par-
sonage for the native min-
ister, Rev, Joab Marlela,
Rev, Marlela came to
America about three
years ago as a delegyre
to the General Conferend
of Methodlist Churches

held in Denver, He visit-
ed In St, Matthews about
eight days. At that time
the St, Matthews church
agreed to build and fur-

nish a six-room school
in the Congo.

Rev, Avery Manchester,
American missionary
minister to the Congo,
has been on furlough and
before returning to the
Congo last Augusty ask-

ed permission to send the |

Cross,

Rev. Perkins said a let.
ter from Mr, Manchester
stated the cross had been
shipped about six weeks
ago and Is expected to
arrive '‘any day', The
cross will be used rto
hang over the free stand-
Ing altar Inthe new sanct-
uary,

January 31, 1963

l
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A

new sanctuary

A(_lon g xt weook,

— -

Methodists set
first service in

St, Martthews Methodist
Church has set Sunday,
March 31 for the first
service In lts new sanc-

tuary, The congregation
will assemble for the|

10:50 a.m, service In the
chapel where services
have beenheld since 1948, |
then after a hymn and
prayer will move Into the |
new sanctuary In a pro-
cessnlon led by the min- |
laterw and cholre,

Bishop Walter C, Gum |
will preach and lead the |
service of consecration |
of the new sanctuary on
Palm Sunday, April 7 at
the 10:50 a.m, wservice,
Memortal Sunday will be
April 28 when all the
memorials will be an-
nounced and formally ac-
cepted by the church, ‘
Word has been recelv- |
ed that the Y-foot crous,
@ glire from a Conyo
Church In appreclation to
the St, Matthewn Church |
for helping to bulld a
parsonage and schoel
there, has arrived InNew |
York and fs expected 10|
be at the church wome |

March 21, 1963

«
|
\
|
!
1

(
d

}

St. Matthews United Methodist Church

Episcopal church

plans 16th
anniversary

Saint Matthews Eplscopul
Church, 330 N, Hubbards Lan,,
will celebrate the 16th an-
niversary of the establishiment
of the present church vn Sun-
day, Sept, 6,

Services will begin with »
celebration of the Holy Com-
munion st 7130 end ut 8 a,m,
The morning prayer and ser-
mon will be at 9:16 a,mn,, fol-
lowed by a reception tu cele-
brate the annlversary, The
Il a,m, service will resune
Sept, 13,

The church started asamlis-
slon In 1048 and the tirst
service was held Bept, 5, 1048
In the 5t, Matthews Woman's
Club, with Hev, Wilfred Myll
as minister-in-charge, In
1961 the mission uvbiained
Y'parish’’ status and the ey,
Myll became "'rector,””
Grounduresking for the first
unit of a bullding program
was held April o, 1982, and
was dedicated and the first
services held in Feb, 1003,
In June 1968, ground was
broken for the second unit and

* the Bunday School classes met
for the first time In the new

wnit In Jan, 19086, '
On Nov, 17, 1963, ground
was brokea for the third unit,
;now under construction, The
church now has 880 communle

» oant members,

-

September 3, 1964
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Christian Scientists

- Build 200,000 Church

% Work is well underway on the new church building of
( Christ, Scientst, on Frankfort Ave-

iwothe Second Church o
nue at the corner of Thierman Lane. Ground was broken in
June on the site, which was for many years the Arterburn

homestead. ‘

- This newest church awldition 10 replace the okl one at Fourth
. the commutity 1s modifed Early and York which recently was sold
American m desgn and (irnsh- o the Standard Aute Company.
John Hart s chairman of the

{ imgs. The ouan  entrance  facds
« Shelvville Road: the auditoniuny, chyrch board af trusices
o = X

Jhown an the arcompany ing pies-
yure runs eastward along the fromt
antl Ras a4 seating  capacny  ofe
more  than 300 peesens The
sunrday School  wing  stretehes
porthward toward the rear and
will eonttortably seat 200 or more
children The wing shown on lhc'
feft of the spire s the feading
Room, entrance to which may bc:
had cither from Shelbyville Rd.
or Thierman Lane Thi Reading
Rasun will be open ta the publiv |
during wreek dave, where bonka"
an Chyistinn  Scicnee may  be
read. borrowed or purchased. :

The C. Wilbur Foster Associntes
are the architeets, and the Chris. |
1an Seientists expect 10 hold serv.
fces 10 their pew church ‘in the
nittunadintant future,” m‘rm‘tlmai
i church clerk, Mrs. Louise T
Walke, The cost of the building
is upwards of $200,000,

Many of s members are resi-
dents of the St Matthews nml|'
surrounding area, and the congre.
cition is presently holding serv..
tees in the Arterburn residence on '’
\he property. The new church will

July 12, 1956

|
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Courtesy http://sceslouisville.com/

History

Because of the healing work being done by earnest workers, interest in Christian Science in Louisville was rapidly increas-
ing and attendance at church services was steadily growing larger.

In view of this, in the early part of 1916 a group of earnest Christian Scientists called a conference to determine the advisa-
bility of organizing a new branch of The Mother Church.

After thoughtful consideration and prayer for divine guidance, it was decided to go forward. A meeting was held May 3,
1916, at which it was voted to organize and establish Second Church of Christ, Scientist, Louisville, Kentucky. The Church
was recognized as a branch of The Mother Church on June 29, 1916.

There was great joy and inspiration in the preparatory work and many beautiful demonstrations were made in securing
quarters for holding services and locating a Reading Room. The Elks Hall, then located at 316 West Walnut Street, was
obtained for the services and the first service was held the first Sunday in May, 1916.

The Church obtained its charter July 31, 1916, and was incorporated on that date. Four years later, larger quarters were
needed and a search resulted in purchase of a church building at 738 South Fourth Street in June, 1920. Second Church
occupied this edifice until June, 1954, the property having been sold the previous April.

Property at 4125 Shelbyville Road was purchased August 29, 1952. After leaving the Fourth Street edifice, Second Church
held services in the Crescent Hill Woman's Club auditorium, 2641 Grinstead Drive, during July, August and part of Sep-
tember, 1954, while a house then located on the Shelbyville Road property was remodeled. The first service in the remod-
eled building was held on September 29, 1954. Services were continued there until the new Church edifice on the same
property was completed. The first service in the Church took place January 7, 1957. The dedication service, which could
occur only when all debt on the project was paid, was held on November 19, 1967.
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Rolling Fields Church
Bedlcatlon Is Saturday

The Second Presbyterian Church, Rolling Fields, will
be dedicated Saturday, April 30, at 3:30 pan, Dr. W. R.
Clarke, minigter. announced last week.

LR
Dr. Clarke said the Second
Presbylerian Church, Second and
Broadway, Loulsville, will con-
tinue operations. Both it and the
local unit will be under his-min-.
istey, he said.

broken by

The ground was
member

Stuart Duncan, oldest’
of the clhurch,

Mrs. Charles V. Edmonds, who
was present al the dedicalion in
1074 of the Loulsville .Church,
deposited  historieal  records - of
the church in the cornerstone of

Second Presbyterian Church

Dr. Clarke will conducl firyt the Rolling Filelds Church.

services in the Rolling Fields'
Unit, at 3700 Brownsboroe Road, ||
Sundoy, May 1, st 0:30 a.m.

- I

The unil consisix of » chapel ,
fur, 4B0 people, and educatlon
facilities. Total cost of con-
structon snd grounds, aboul six )
acres, was sbout $300,000.

Parl of the Sunday Schwol|
will be Lransferred to the chupel,
from Chenoweth School, where
it has been conducted by the
church since fall

De, Clarke will dedicate the
new building. The sermon wil
be preached by Dr. Frank Cald.
well, president of the Louisville
Presbyterlan Seminary, Two les-
sons will be read, one each by
Omur Carmichacl, clerk of th
session, and -J. McFerran Barr,
thairman of the Board of Dea
cons.

Representatives of the Louis
ville Presbylery will also attend

One of Louisyille's oldest anc
largest churches, Second Presby
terlan has been localed at Sec
ond and Broadway since 1874
Groundbreaking ceremonies foi
the Rolling Fields Church wer
held Jast' June, 12 years to thw
day and hour from the time Dr
Clarke was taken prisoner by the
Germans on Crete in World Wa
.l’ll'rhc cornerstone was laid h
uly,

A ' Scol who was chaplain r

church X
men in relation to the Kingdom, of the

55

Heads wern honcd Saturday as Dr, W, R, Clarke, pistor, at the podiam center riehl, reads the riles of
dedication for the Second Presbyterian Churels In Rolling Flelds. First services were held Sunday.

Rolling Flelds Church Dedicated

Clarke, tuu:,h the sesdbon, and J

Barr, chalrs '~|‘y" "‘.wn
Membern of the hullding

yllnl \\} Allen

W. R
conducted n!« walior
chapel, buillt Iu :.hu'..'.
and cducnhtion focils

The two-fold funclion of the Dy
Is binding und Joosing minister,

vom

mitled Ire

400 people

!

the Argyle and Sutherland High | sald Dr. Frank Caldwell, prexi ) : ‘ |
land Regiment, Dr. Clarke spen demt of the Louisville Preshy- dties. Cost of construction and chalrman (doecease " Chiarles B |
thres years in Germon prisol ferinn Theological Seminary, at about L_I\ acres of ground was Price, chadrman, M, E winy |
i the dedication of the Second about $300,000, Brown, vice-thairman "‘\ lus
- d Prosbyterian Church's Rolling 1y is the first of three units to Landrum, crotary, J, M ‘
Fields Chapel Saturday, be buill, The second will be an Tan Barr, Mrs, William L U:uv
“The church bullding which education bullding T thirga ford, Stuart c Campbell  (de
we dodicate Is butl an Instru- (il be the main sanciuary ceased), Dr. Clorke, Robert B
menl. of the reo)l church,” he A Todl i of et 400 McDowell " ur y‘,.;, 1 R ol
i d-‘He quoled Visser THooft, a A full crowd of more than 400 Gory Sutchife, und Mrs Arthur
Aprll 28’ 1955 :::‘rcl}x{ryqur the Warld Coune)l @itended the cercmony }”:'; Welsh
of Churches: “The reality of the ervices in the church were held archjiects were  Nevin
chirch is a lension between the Sunday. Morgin : ;
w" tention and the actual = Seripture. lexsons were  tead ilder was the Struck Con
wi: tho chureh in the world” by ( mer L'A.mnh.u) ciurik of sruction Compan)

May 5, 1955
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At righl is the ncw,wln‘g.o‘! the Second Presbyterian Church, Rolling Fields, joined by an

arched walkway with the original chapel.

i Présbﬁériahs bldﬁ- dedication

The second unit of the Sec-
ond Presbyterian Church,
Rolling Fields, will be dedi-
cated Saturday, May 24, at 4
p.m.,

The new unit. which includes a
':omplcw cducation bullding, and
is the second of a planned three,
cost around $400,000,

Dr. W, R. Clarke, the pastor,
(sall the dedication ceromony will
[be held nccording to Presbylerian
‘rites, He and his assistani, Rev.
Douglas C. Chase, anided by three
young people from the church
school, will conduct the ceremony.

Music will be choral singing by
the junior ‘and senior choirs, di-

rected by Richard Dales,

Dr, Clarke soid the new unit
will provide “adequate accommao-
dations for.all departments,” in-
cluding the 600 people in the
church school. The fellowship hall
will seat 400 for dinner and 600
on chairg, he said,

- o 2

The new unit is fully-equipped
and alr conditioned. It Includes a
church lounge,

Dr. Clarke said the third and
final unit will be the main sanc-
tuary,

The first unit, censisting of a
chapel for 400 people and educa-
tion facilities, was dedicated
April 30, 1953, Total cost of con-
struction and grounds, about six

acres, was about $300.000

One of Louisville's weldest and
largest churches, Second Presby -
lerian was Jocated at Second and
Broadway from 1874 to 1933,
Cround-breaking ceremonies were
held in June, 1954, 12 years to the
day and hour from the time Dr.
Clarke was taken prizoner hy the
Germons on Crete in World War
i,

L] . “

A Scot wha was chaplain 'n 1the
Argyle and Sutherland Highland
Hegiment, Dr, Clarke spent threy
vears in German  prison camps
He has been mimster ar Second
Presbyterian since June, 1050,

Robert B. McDowell was build-
ing chairman for the second unit

May 8, 1958
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A Condensed History
Adapted from the Louisville Encyclopedia of History (1997)

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, now located at 3701 Old Brownsboro Road, is the second oldest continuously
active Presbyterian congregation in Jefferson county. It has been situated at four different locations, three of them in down-
town Louisville. From this church have come clergy, missionaries and lay leaders dedicated to outreach. Five of its pastors
have served as moderators of the denomination's General Assembly.

The church was first organized on April 17, 1830, when twelve members of Louisville's First Presbyterian Church with-
drew to organize the Second Presbyterian Church. Dr. Eli Newton Sawtell was chosen as the first pastor. By 1832, the con-
gregation, which numbered 100, was located in a permanent sanctuary downtown on Third Street.

With Dr. Stuart Robinson's coming in 1858, the membership grew to 1,500. In 1869 after the Civil War, property was ac-
quired at Second and Broadway Streets to build a larger facility. The first unit, an educational wing, was erected, followed
in 1874 by the main Gothic structure. These buildings served as the church's home until 1956, when the congregation
moved to eastern Louisville.

Between 1875 and 1900, the growing congregation helped start seven local Presbyterian churches. Also, two members
were responsible for the founding of the Presbyterian Community Center in 1898 and the Cabbage Patch Settlement House
in 1900. The first classes of the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, established in 1893, were held at the church.

As the Louisville population grew and shifted from downtown in the 1950s, Second Church built a chapel on Old Browns-
boro Road in the Rolling Fields subdivision to serve that area. After fire in February 1956 destroyed the downtown facility,
all activities were moved to the chapel. Additional classrooms, offices and a 660-seat sanctuary were later built and dedi-
cated on April 17, 1980.

This church's history of mission work began in 1850 with these programs initiated by women members: Bible classes; the
city's first free kindergarten; aid to the poor; and work with prospective ministers. More recently, the church, although dam-
aged, served as an emergency center in the wake of the April 1974 tornado.

Relieving the problems of others continues to be a prime interest of this congregation as it attempts to answer city, regional
and world needs. The church has built alliances with agencies that assist children, feed the hungry, and help
the poor.

Through the Grace of God, Second Church has survived dissension, flood, fire, war and wind. Its prime mission remains to
teach and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A Celebration Hisrory
1830 = 2005
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Historv in Images

1,2—April 17, 1830. Rev. Eli N. Sawtell,
minister of First Presbytenan Church, left
with four men and eight women 10 organize

Second Presbyterian Church

3—September 28, 1832, Second
Preshyterian Church dedicated its first
sanctuary, on Third Street, between Green
(naw Liberty) and Walnut {now Muhammad
Ali Blvd, } Streets,

4—1836. Edward P. Humphrey became
the second ministes of Second Presbytesian

Church

S—Women's Groups in the church existed
as early as 1850, A portion of the women’s
ministry known as “The Benevolent” sewed
regularly for the Red Cross from 1914,
before the United States entered WWI, until
its conclusion. After the war, when they
returned 10 “comfort-making,” they took the

name “The Benevolent Sewing Circle.”

~

1) B
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6—1858. Stuart Robinsan,
professor at Danville Theologica
Seminary {1853), became fourth
pastor of Second Preshyterian

Church

7—September 1874 The
second sanctuary for Secand
Presbyterian Church was
dedicated at the comer of

Broadway and Second Street

8—Downtown Louisville street

view, from the 18905

9—Education has long been a

hallmark at Second Presbyteriar
Church. Youngsters at a 1930s

pageant recreate an 1380s

church school class
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10, 11—1885. Chatles R. Hemphill became sixth minister
of Second Presbyterian Church. Dr. Hemphill also helped
to organize Louisville Presbytenian Theological Seminary
which heid classes at the church before the campus was
onstructed at 109 E. Broadway. From 1910-1920, he

served as the seminary's first president

12—1898. Rey, John Little, with help of other Presbyterians
from Second Presbyterian Church, founded the Preshyterian

Lommunity Center

13—>Second Street looking north 1o Broadweay, In this
photo, the church is located across the street from the
horse-drawn troliey. Pl from the Frednck 11

( v iliew Hirtor M 1 snuzsy

14—1906. Egbert Watson Smith became the eighth pastor

of Second Preshyterian Church,

15—Fehruary 8, 1908 A devastating fire in the
church’s sanctuary proved to be a8 momentary distraction
from the many mussion projects bequn throughout the city

The church would suffer a second major fire as depicted in

this 1956 photograph
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16, 17—1937. The Ohio River flooded the City of Louleville
and did severe damage to the Church sanctuary and

classrooms, Canf

18—View of East Broadway from Second Presbytenan

Church, lower right, Louisville Preshyterian Theological

Seminary is located up the street just below the steeple
of Broadway Baptist Church, upper left, ¢

19—During the 1930¢ Depression, Second Presbyterian

Church joined other city churches in canng for the

unemployed and the poor

20—1941-45, World War Two brought thousands of

servicemen to the city. On weekends the church provided

dances, lodging, and meals for soldiers
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Second Presbyterian Church
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211951 At the request of Louisville Presbytery
Second Presbyterian Church Session votes to build a
mission chapel in suburban Rolling Fields. A second
fire destroys the downtown Second Preshytecian
Church in 1956 The church does not rebuild and
moves the congregation to the Rolling Fields

property

22—Teunis Gouwens was pastor of Second
Preshytenan Church for 27 years (1921-1948),

serving longer than any other pastor

23—William R. Clarke, naiv, leads the church from
1950 to 1968. With him is Dowglas C. Chase, a
Loulsville Seminary graduate and assistant pastor at

the church dunng the 1950s

24— For many decades, Secand Presbyterian
Church’s outreach has also embraced children at

dellewood Children's Home in Anchorage, Ky

25—The ministry of music at the church is greatly
enhanced by a graded choir program for adults and

youth ot all ages.

A Celebration History, 1830-2005
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26, 271974 A 1ornado swept through
Louisville, resulting in severe damage

in the Rolling Fields area. Second
Presbyterian Church became a Salvation
Army Emergency Center, and Major
Wesley Mott lends church women a hand

in feeding newghborhood folk

28—The Chapel at Rolling Fields, with
its gold cross and simple lines, was
quite different from the large downtown

church

' 29—The Fellowship Hall, completed in
1958, offers added space for Christian

Education classes, such as this one

taught by Elder Charles Lambert St in
the 1950s.
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30, 31, 32, 33—Chosen far his understanding
of warship in the Reformed tradition, Harold
Waggoner, based in Philadelphia, became the
architect for the new sanctuary. The stained
1iass windows that surround the sanctuary and
the narthex are not just pretty glass

but are specific images that reflect the
hurch's theology. The new sanctuary was

dedicated on April 17, 1980. P

34-—Glenn Dormis headed the church’s ‘ . ‘P
1ac8 l -

ministry team from 1968 until his

retirement in 1988, This picture shows - e &

-, .t

him baptuzing young Will Flowers

o o Lo A
35—From Pres = ’

headguarte

ytenian Church (USA)

bert Miller served the

church from 1990.1993.
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36

Preshyterian Community Center transiate

The church's continuing support for the

into a new neighborhood health clinic, which

np-'lu‘d in 2003

37—The Weekday School, founded by the
Women of Second Preshytenian Church in the
late 1950s, offers a preschool curriculum for

more than 200 children

38-—1983. The reunion of the Preshyterian
Church is accomplished. and the united
Church votes to locate its new headquarte

In Louisville, Kentucky

39, 40—S5tephens G. Lytch is the fifteentt

pastor of Second Preshyterian Church

41— Aptil 2004, Second Preshytenar
Church kicked 'H|l<VPJ”mnq'ﬁﬁPfud'fw‘"J
175 years in mission with a ground-breaking

service for new education and fellowshig

space
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Westport Road Church of Christ

.THE NEW 8T, MATTHEWS CHURCH OF CHRAIST BUILDING

April 25, 1957

First services were Aeld ba 1A new B85 Matthews
Churgh of Cheist buiiging on Wesipurt Nead last
Bunday. This Interisr shotl shows part af the large
crowd st slvended. Platured ot senter s Clane
Harrie, whe divecied Ihe slnging. At left an e

|Church of Christ To Hold

First Service April 28

"“The newly built St. Matthews Church of Christ will hold
its lirst church service next Sunday, April 28.

Church services are scheduled
for 10 und 11 aum. with a Sunday
School at 11 am.

Willard Collins, vice president
of David Lipscomb College, Nash-
ville, Tenn,, will be the principal
speaker at the opening service,

James Brasher Is the minister of
ihe church,

The church, a modern aic-con-
ditluned building housing an audi-
lorium, an office, and 14 Sunday
School rooms, is Jocated off West-

port Road, Just west of Herr Lane.

Shaped like an inverted T, the
building covers §,500 sguare feet,
It Is made of stone and redwood
irim.

Cost of the church was about
$02,000, wmccording lo J. Frank
Kurfees, Jr., chalrman of the fl-
nance commitiee, The bullding
will seat about 420 persons,

Clavd Harris will direct the
singing in the absence of Mr,
Kurfees at the 10 am, service,

photo by Charios Stone

altar & Willinm Peden, wha read Ihe lessan and

AL rignt s Willard Colling, vies prae.

Ident of David Lipstamb Callage, whe was thy maln
Spaaber. Rav. James Brasher 18 e minisler of the

May 2, 1957
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Westport Road Church of Christ
June 6, 1968

WE
MUST

LOVE

Westport Road
Church of Christ

Thou Shalt Love . ..

A lawyer once asxed Jesus,
""Which In the great command-
mont In the law7"' (Matthew 22;
06), Jesus anawered, ' Thou ohalt
love the Lord thy God with all
thy beart, and with all thy acul,
and with all thy mind, This s
the great and first command-
ment, And 3 second Ilke unto It
1 this, Thou shalrlove thy nelgh-
bor as thyself, On rhose two
commanimenta the whole law
hangeth, and the prophets,'’ Tte
apostle Paul related this same
prlhcl{ple of love 1o New Testa-

alth and practice, He wrote
“Love therefore is the fulflll.
ment of the law’" (Rom, 13:10),
What 1a the New Testament ap-

plication of these great laws? *

Let ue coasider the flrst and
greatesl, ““Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God --*' What does It
mean to love Goed?

The apostle John wrote, "%, o
and everyops that lovetll-he.o&
ten of God, and knoweth God, He
that loveth oot knoweth not God;
for God s lave.” (Lot John 4:
7.8), In the second chapter- of
that same letter Jobn * wrote,
“‘And hereby wa knaw that we
kpow him, {f wo keep hin com-
mandments, He that salth, [ know
him, and keopeth not his com-
mandments, s a llar, and the
truth Is not in him; bt whoso
her;h his word, In blm vertily

the love of God been per-
fected." Jeous sald, If ye love

me, vo will keep my command-
menta, , MHe thar hath my com-
nandments, and keepeth them,
e 1t fu that loveth me.” (John
14:15,21). Jewun also sald, “‘Ard
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and
do not the tings which | say?"”
{Luke 6:48),

Members of the churches of
Christ know and Dbelieve that
there can be no ""New Testa-
ment”’ Chrisclantty without gen-
uine love, They also know and
telieve thar there is no genulne
love without obedience, It {acon-
tradicrory to may_that “love ia
bettor than obedience,'’ because
there can be no love vmm O«
bBedience. Discbedience Is the
ogd posite of obedience, and dla-

{ence 1s the opposite of love,

At what point may | refuse to
obey God and srill Jove God? May
1 refuse to repent of aln? or o
confeas Christ? or 1o be baptized

| rtant  that we o
c;‘::ﬁym -mm
toward all;
1n these last commands and re-
Mwmmummm

m len and

repentasce,
h am and sl as
’u-«.h all un“n ‘soul o
mia? Obviously, the
*No."

op .
du‘mmuuhwrm

wub ‘please write
ghnm‘mnhh. ’

. Tiuke oy much time a3 you need

YouU mammmw Mu-hmw
-muuamuumaupl;f-'ﬁhwdmh
B0

e & 2 o

To e

unwu




St. Matthews Area Churches:

Courtesy Phyllis, of Westport Road Church Of Christ:

Westport Road Church of Christ

2009

N e D S o~

Church History

The Westport Road Church of Christ was born out of the vision of the
Bardstown Road and Haldeman Avenue churches who saw the nead
for a congregation in the St. Matthews area of Louisville. The first
worship assembly in Greathouse School, November 27, 1949, had |ust
twenty-seven people present. Jim Brasher served as the first tull-time
minister, beginning in 1952,

In 1957 the 150-member congregation moved to the present location,
purchasing property for $18,000. Dr. William Gray, J.F. Kurfees, Jr. and
H.E. Sparks broke ground for the new buiiding. Additions 1o the faciities
in 1964 and 1994 were necessary to meel the increasing need lor
classrocom and fellowship space.

Our current ministry staff began to take shape in 1997 with the amval
of Amis Pape to serve as pulpit minister and Doug Lalli, youth minister.
They were joined in 2003 by Dale Phillips, a licensed clinical counselor,
who services the counseling needs of the membership and the
community. In 2005 Doug Lalli moved into a new arena, focusing on
worship and spiritual growth and Daren Lugafet was brought in to work
with middie school and high school youth,

We have a growing, culturally diverse, and involved membership with
many active ministries. In 2005 we began the first phase of a 3 million
doliar expansion project to meet our ever-increasing need for space.
Groundbreaking for a new worship facility is planned for the latter half
of 2008.

Qur congregation has anjoyed a richness of blessings. We are grateful
to God for talented leadership, dedicated Christian teachers, and a
close fellowship among the members.

Faithiul brothers and sisters laid the foundation for us. They built the fire
that keeps our hands warm today.

“Therafore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always

give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your fabor in the Lord is not in vain." 1 Connthians 1558
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The congregation that was to become the
Westport Road Church of Christ got its
spark from a two week gospel meeting
sponsored by the Haldeman Avenue and
Bardstown Road Churches of Christ. The
meetings, led by Hugo McCord in mid-
November 1949 at the New Eline Garage
on Frankfort Avenue, attracted families
who were exchanging their World War 1l
uniforms for civilian clothes, starting their
families and building their homes in the St.
Matthews area. The area was growing
rapidly, and there was a need for a local
church.

Spurred on by the meetings, a group of 27
men, women and children met for their first
worship service on November 27, 1949 at
the Greathouse School. Mid-week Bible
study took place in the homes of some of
the founding members: Charles and Sarah
Mitchell, Huba and Mildred Sparks, and
Frank and Harriet Kurfees. For a brief time
Harry Pickup, Jr. served as minister, until ill
health forced him to resign. Jim Brasher
followed him in 1950, and remained for
eight years.

In 1953 the congregation, then known as
the St. Matthews Church of Christ, moved
to the St. Matthews Women’s Club on
Shelbyville Road. Huba Sparks and Tom
Doak were selected as the first elders.

Westport Road Church of Christ
Courtesy Phyllis, of Westport Road Church Of Christ:

Westport Road

Church of Christ

Louisville, Kentucky

1949 to 1997

Continued growth led to the construction of
the church building on Westport Road, and
the Westport Road Church of Christ held
its first service in the new building on
Sunday April 29, 1957, Claude Harris led
singing, William Peden read the lesson,
and Willard Collins, then vice president of
Lipscomb College, was the guest speaker.

Yarborough Leigh came in 1963 to be the
minister. Steady growth prompted the
construction of the side classroom wings in
1964, and the first educational director,
Dennis Kelly, was hired a year later.

Having solidified their position on Westport
Road, the congregation turned to outreach
programs. The Middletown Church of
Christ was started in 1967 with members
from Westport Road, and support for
Harley Walker as minister. Two years later
support was given to Woodrow Hazelip's
work at the Collingswood, Ontario
congregation, and later still Westport Road
supported work in Versailles, KY and
Glasgow, Scotland (Jerry Harville).
Support of Alfred White's work in Cristobol,
Panama was begun in 1974.

Willard Pyles became our minister in 1969,
followed by Ralph Burris in 1972, and Max
Johnson (minister) and Rick Nease
(assistant minister) in 1978. A two-story
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addition including classrooms, a kitchen
and a multipurpose room were added to
the building in 1976. Don Peden was
appointed minister of missions in 1979 and
made several trips to Panama in this
capacity. Members of Westport Road
medical community also traveled to
Panama to dispense medical treatment
and teach the gospel.

During a brief period without a full time
minister in 1983 Johnny Duke filled the
pulpit, followed by the arrival of Bill
Carpenter in 1984. The first youth minister,
Art Kirby, joined the congregation in 1985,
followed by Tyler Tredway in 1987, and
Greg Hoskins in 1991,

Brother Barry Sanford joined Westport
Road in 1990, and was assisted by Mike
Jones and youth minister Brett Phillips
(1994-97). In the summer of 1994
Westport Road participated in Habitat for
Humanity's “Blitz Week", helping to
construct a house in the west end of
Louisville in seven days. Mission efforts
supported by the congregation included
East End (Louisville) Church of Christ,
Danville, KY Church for the Deaf, the
mission church in Duluth, MN (Danny
Jaekle), and the LaRue County Church of
Christ in Hodgenville, KY. During his
tenure, the church expanded once again,
renovating the office, foyer and kitchen
areas in a project completed in 1994.

Westport Road Church of Christ
Courtesy Phyllis, of Westport Road Church Of Christ:

Following the devastating floods of Spring
1997 the congregation distributed food and
cleaning supplies to families and churches
in need in the Louisville area. In June
1997 youth group members traveled to
Hounuras on a mission trip.

Qur current minister Arnis Pape came to
Westport Road in July 1997. At this time,
the congregation supports churches in
Duluth, MN, Hodgenville and Danville, KY.
Also, funding is provided for Childplace,
World Christian Radio, Herald of Truth,
International Bible College (Florence, AL),
North Haiti Church of Christ, India Fund,
and Elizabethtown's (KY) mission in the
Ukraine.

Other programs active at Westport Road
are the Sunday evening Bible study
SHARE groups (Dale Herold);
benevolence, including distribution of
Christmas food boxes in Louisville and
assistance to the needy (Dewey Danner);
grief counseling (Diane Hogan); Vacation
Bible School (Greg & Lauri Hoover);
education (Larry Sims, Angie Dunavin and
Kimberly Robinson); and youth activities
(Joe Henderson and Larry Ellison).

Active early childhood programs reach out
to the community during the week, too.
Both Mother’s Day Out (Lucy Ann Danner
and Helen Taylor) and Preschool (Susan
Mudd) meet at the building.



